Neighbourhood Notes

September 2021

Reeve’s Message
The days are getting cooler and the leaves are changing. September
22 marked the first official day of fall, and a reminder to savour the
warmer weather while it lasts.
We’ve had our fair share this year--it was a long, hot summer in Kneehill
County, and most of Alberta. Though it made for good holiday weather,
the record low precipitation levels and prolonged heatwave during the
2021 growing season prompted Kneehill County to declare an
Agricultural Disaster for our region. Crops throughout the County have
suffered yield and quality impacts, and our livestock producers have
reported poor pasture quality due to these conditions. Resources for
producers are available—check the Kneehill County website and
contact the Ag Info Centre at 310-FARM (3276) or
aginfocentre@gov.ab.ca for more information.
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Our crews have been busy over the summer with routine maintenance, culvert repairing and replacing,
grading and hauling, flushing water lines in our hamlets, inspecting for clubroot and roadside spraying—just
to name a few. The Hastie Highway paving project is complete, and the ban on that road lifted. Work on the
Hesketh Bridge replacement has started and should be completed within the next month or so. For more
information on these, check out our Project Pages on our website, www.kneehillcounty.com.
In other news, the Government of Canada recently passed legislation marking September 30 as the National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation. Kneehill County observed this day in 2021 to recognize and
commemorate the history and ongoing legacy of residential schools. The Kneehill County office, the Three
Hills and Linden Transfer Stations were closed, and our flags
lowered to honour this important day. We encourage our staff and
residents to take some time to reflect in honour of residential
school survivors, their families, and their communities.
While we enjoyed some degree of normalcy this summer, with
COVID-19 cases on the rise again the Province has announced new
restrictions to help slow the spread. The Kneehill County office
remains open to the public—please remember to wear a mask
when you visit and stay home if you’re ill. Above all, remember to
be kind. While views and opinions may vary, a little kindness is
something we can all agree on, and could use a little more of.
Stay safe, stay well and take care of each other.
—Reeve Jerry Wittstock

COW Meetings
Under Kneehill County’s recently updated Procedural Bylaw 1846, the agendas and
packages for Committee of the Whole meetings are now published on Kneehill County’s
website. The meetings are also live-streamed and available to view on Kneehill County’s
YouTube Channel.
What is a Committee of the Whole Meeting?
The Committee of the Whole Meeting (COW, for short) is a meeting of Council which
operates under informal rules. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss emerging issues
only--no motions or decisions are made. Following the discussion, the Committee may
make recommendations for action to be brought to a subsequent Council meeting.

When do COW meetings take place?
Committee of the Whole meetings are scheduled for
the third Tuesday of every month, except July and
August. Like Council meetings, COW meetings begin
at 8:30 am and are held in Council Chambers at the
Administration Building.
Why should I tune in?
Tune in to the COW meetings to watch Council debate
important issues and gain more understanding on
how Council decisions are made. Agendas and
packages are published online prior to the meeting,
and a link to the live-stream is posted on Kneehill
County’s social media and website the morning of.

Council Contacts
Division 3
Reeve Jerry Wittstock
Phone: 403-312-6196
Email: jerry.wittstock@kneehillcounty.com

Division 5
Councillor Jim Hugo
Phone: 403-443-7317
Email: jim.hugo@kneehillcounty.com

Division 1
Deputy Reeve Faye McGhee
Phone: 403-436-1611
Email: faye.mcghee@kneehillcounty.com

Division 6
Councillor Wade Christie
Phone: 403-588-1992
Email: wade.christie@kneehillcounty.com

Division 2
Councillor Debbie Penner
Phone: 403-818-3108
Email: debbie.penner@kneehillcounty.com

Division 7
Councillor Ken King
Phone: 403-443-0285
Email: kenneth.king@kneehillcounty.com

Division 4
Councillor Glen Keiver
Phone: 403-443-7738
Email: glen.keiver@kneehillcounty.com

Connect With Us!

Join us!
Upcoming
Council Meetings:
• October 12
• October 26
(Regular and
Organizational
Meeting)
• November 9
• November 30
• December 14

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: @kneehillcounty, and
tune in to our YouTube channel to watch Council meetings live!

Horseshoe Canyon Pay Parking
The Horseshoe Canyon Pay Parking pilot project wrapped up on the Labour Day long weekend.
Kneehill County staff were stationed at the Horseshoe Canyon main parking lot on Thursdays
through Mondays from May through September, collecting parking fees of $2 per vehicle and
welcoming visitors to Horseshoe Canyon.
A summary of the Pay Parking Pilot was presented to Council at the September 28, 2021, Council
meeting. Following the presentation, Council directed administration to include provisions for paid
parking and Kneehill County's Ambassador Program at Horseshoe Canyon in the proposed 2022
budget. Council also made the motion to discuss long-term planning for Horseshoe Canyon at a
future Committee of the Whole meeting. The Pay Parking summary is available to view online, at
www.kneehillcounty.com/2429/Horseshoe-Canyon-Pay-Parking.

Citizen
Satisfaction
Survey
Kneehill County conducted our
first-ever Citizen Satisfaction
Survey from July-August, 2021.
The survey provided residential
citizens – including property
owners and renters – an
opportunity to provide input on
the services they receive, the
programs the County offers and
to share what they think Council
should prioritize.
Approx. 10% of residents
responded (220/2228).
Input received helps Council and
administration identify areas of
success and opportunities for
improvement, and will aid Council
and staff in budget creation and
strategic planning. The survey
will also serve as a baseline for
measuring improvement in the
future.
Thank you to everyone who
submitted feedback through the
survey!
Provided is a very high level
summary of the survey results,
please visit our website to read the
full Consultant’s Report:
kneehillcounty.com/2436/CitizenSatisfaction-Survey

Residential Recycling
Did you know?
Kneehill County offers many recycling options for
residents at our Transfer Station Facilities. Recycle
your paper and newsprint, scrap metal, wire, tires,
white metal, electronics, and more at various locations
throughout the County.
Kneehill County also belongs to the Drumheller and
District Solid Waste Association, giving County
residents access to the Drumheller Landfill and their
extensive waste and recycling services.
The Drumheller Landfill can accept materials for
recycling that Kneehill County cannot, including:
•
•

Antifreeze
Books

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cooking Oil
Fire Extinguishers
Fluorescent Bulbs
Plastics (Grades 1-7)
Household Hazardous Waste
Light Bulbs
Magazines
Oil Filters
Propane Tanks
Shredded Paper (Bagged)
Used Oil
Windshield Washer Fluid
And more!

The Drumheller Landfill DOES NOT accept bale wrap,
plastic film, or clamshells. Visit their website for more
information: https://www.drumhellerlandfill.com/.

Ag Recycling
Every farmer in Alberta who uses tools such as plastic grain bags,
agricultural baler twine and bale wrap faces the same obstacles for disposal
once these products have served their purpose. Options are slim, and
depending on where farmers are located, may include only disposal at the
local landfill or behind the farm gate.
Nearly everyone agrees that recycling these plastics is a better practice than
landfilling or on-farm disposal. To realize the environmental good that
resource recovery and recycling promises, farmers find that they have to
invest a little more in the process. For example, grain bags need to be
shaken free of residue grain and critters, and then tightly machine rolled for
transportation. Similarly, it’s important to shake excessive dirt, sand, debris
and snow from both grain bags and twine. These steps are required to
ensure the processing facilities can utilize used plastics for recycling.
Grain bags are rolled; twine is placed in Clean farms recycling bags. Cleaned
up, sorted materials can be recycled. Excessively dirty and co-mingled
materials can’t. It is as simple as that.
Once farmers take used materials to recycling collection sites, Cleanfarms
arranges for transport to recycling end-markets located throughout Canada
and the USA. Depending on the type of plastic, the recycled material is used
to make new products such as agricultural fence posts, car parts,
dimensional plastic lumber, plastic pallets, and planter pots for greenhouses,
to name a few. -Cleanfarms

Pesticide & Livestock
Medication
Disposal
Farmers! Safely dispose of your
unwanted or obsolete agricultural
pesticides and livestock/equine
medication—at no charge!
Collection events in the Kneehill
County area:
• THREE HILLS
Tuesday, Oct. 26, 9 am—4 pm
Kneehill Soil Services Ltd.
403-443-2355
• OLDS, 9 am—4 pm
Thursday, Oct. 28, 9 am–4pm
Richardson Pioneer
403-556-6606
• DRUMHELLER
Friday, Oct. 29, 9 am—4 pm
Kneehill Soil Services Ltd.
403-823-4600
Visit cleanfarms.ca for more
information and collection locations.

Recycling Programs

Protective Services: Bylaw Updates
Animal Control Bylaw 1840 (passed in June):
•

•
•
•
•

Hen permitting is now enforced through this bylaw,
working with Kneehill County’s Planning Department,
who processes applications for hen permitting.
Animal control is now applicable to all Land Use
Bylaw districts, not just Hamlet residents
Kenneling is through the Land Use Bylaw.
The Bylaw provides clarification on Working Dogs,
Vicious Dogs, and Dangerous Dogs
The Fines schedule has been updated to reflect the new
contraventions in relation to animals, in an effort to have
more enforcement tools at our disposal.

Traffic Control Bylaw 1800 (passed in September):
•

•

•

Section 3: Road Protection - details different damages,
obstructions, load securement, tracking of materials,
chemicals, and removing products from our roads.
Consultation with Commercial Vehicles lead to the
addition of 3.5, which refers to covering loads of earth,
sand or gravel at all times.
Section 4: Weight Restrictions and Road Bans –
authorizes the CAO (or designate) to impose weight
restrictions on roads, bridges, and overweighted
vehicles.
Section 5: Rates of Speed – 80km on County roads,
unless otherwise posted. Hamlet speeds lowered to
40km, signage to be installed shortly.

•
•

•

Sections 6 to 9 include parking, stopping, sidewalks, and
road use agreements.
Section 10: Off Highway Vehicles – without this bylaw,
any OHV operator may be ticketed for various reasons
under the Traffic Safety Act. With this bylaw now in
place, we are allowing safe operation of OHVs
throughout the County.
Section 11, 12: Penalties including references to the
Appendix that lists fines for contraventions. Kneehill
County now has 3 Level 1 Community Peace Officers
who can enforce Traffic Safety Act contraventions.

These Bylaws can be read in their entirety on the Kneehill
County website: https://kneehillcounty.com/2180/Bylaws.

Planning & Development: Did you know?
REAL PROPERTY REPORTS

CANNABIS

Did you know?
• A Compliance Certificate may be required when a
property is sold.
• A surveyor is required to draft a Real Property
Report.
• Orginial documents are required in order to
provide a certificate.
• Legal, non-conforming buildings may be
grandfathered (depending on age) under
Section 643 of the MGA
• For non-compliant buildings, please discuss available options with the Planning Department.
• A fee is required for this certificate.

Did you know?
• A legal cannabis cultivation/processing
facility must redesignate their land to Light
Industrial.
• Notification is sent to all adjacent landowners
within one mile, and a public hearing is held.
• A federal license from Health Canada is
required.
• The license requirements for an approved
facility come from the Cannabis Act and
Cannabis Regulations
• If there is a facility operating in your
neighbourhood and no public hearing was held,
it is NOT an approved facility.

Fire Prevention Week: October 3–9, 2021
This year’s Fire Prevention Week
campaign, “Learn the Sounds of Fire
Safety” works to educate everyone
about simple but important actions
they can take to keep themselves
and those around them safe.
Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety:
• A continuous set of three loud
beeps—beep, beep, beep—means
smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1,
and stay out.
• A single chirp every 30 or 60
seconds means the battery is
low and must be changed.
• Chirping that continues after the
battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life
and the unit must be replaced.
• Make sure your smoke and CO alarms meet the needs of all your family members, including those with sensory or
physical disabilities.
• Did you know? All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.

To find out more about Fire Prevention Week visit www.fpw.org.

Enforcement Statistics: July 1 to August 31, 2021
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

62 Citations under Traffic Safety Act: 42 Warnings, 20 Tickets
13 Assist other agencies or departments (traffic accidents, RCMP
departments)
7 Animal Control files
4 Unsightly Property files
17 other Bylaw calls (including fire bylaw)
11 information calls (incl. referring residents to RCMP, AB
Wildlife, etc.)
Kneehill County Enforcement Statistics for April 1thru to June 30th
in CONTRACT Communities (Acme, Carbon, Linden, Trochu, and
Three Hills):
• 20 Citations under Traffic Safety Act
• 22 Incident Reports (including bylaw enforcement)
• 5 information calls (incl. referring residents to RCMP or
other)
Kneehill County Highway and Community Patrols JULY 2021:
• Over 100 hours of Kneehill County’s rural roads and
highways
• 75% of the 651 vehicles recorded were going the speed
limit or less
• 20 Positive Tickets were issued; handing out new flags for
equipment transports.

Agripreneur & Business Spotlight
Kneehill County is thrilled to be introducing the
Agripreneur & Business Spotlight to highlight the
individuals and businesses that make our region great.
“We want to spread the good news about you, your
business and all that you do for your community.”
Each month, the featured recipient will have an interview
published in the Three Hills Capital, on our Kneehill
County website and our social media feeds, detailing their
business and their awesome community involvement.
Visit our website to check out these past Agripreneur &
Businesses Spotlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Benedict Beef
St. Ann Ranch
Digger’s Greenhouse
Good Knight’s
Route 304 Cattle Co.
Kirk’s Alpaca Farm
Tumbleweed Bison
Prairie View Contracting

Learn more about the program or fill out an application
online at: kneehillcounty.com/2384/Agripreneur-Business
-Spotlight.
If you require assistance with your application or have
questions about the program, contact Economic
Development at 403-443-5541, or
Jacqueline.Buchanan@kneehillcounty.com.

Operations Update
•
•
•
•

Gravel Crews have been busy over the summer, hauling from the Torrington, Linden, Berreth, and Grainger piles.
The Grader crew is finishing up their fifth grader rotation for the year, focusing on washboard removal formed from
dry weather and harvest traffic.
Project crews have been working on culvert installs, replacements and repairs, ditching, crack sealing, and
competing Dust Control calcium chloride applications over the summer.
Paving on RGE RD 25-1, between Hwy 27 and Hwy 587,
(Hastie Highway) is now complete, and the road ban
has been updated to 100%.

Kneehill County welcomes new Director of
Infrastructure, Mike Ziehr!
Local to the Strathmore area, where his family has been
farming for decades, Mike is a Civil Engineer, with a variety
of experience in municipal roads, bridges, fleet, water/
wastewater, Planning and Development and Ag Services
throughout his previous roles. Mike started with the County
on September 20 and will lead with an emphasis on
strategic and innovative solutions. Welcome Mike!

Hesketh Bridge Update
Work on the Hesketh Bridge replacement
(BF8856, NW 12-29-22 on RNG RD 22-1) is now underway.
The current weight/width/height-restricted truss bridge will be replaced with a 3-span sheet pile abutment/pipe-pier
structure that will accept legal loads and have a width of 9m between the low height guardrails. This will eliminate the
need for the low-level creek crossing, (which causes issues in the spring) and allow machinery to cross the bridge
instead of detouring 24 km to cross the creek. The project is expected to take approximately one and a half (1 ½)
months to complete. Please note, Hesketh will only be accessible from the south during construction.

Project Pages
Did you know? Up-to-date information on all current Kneehill County projects can be found online at
kneehillcounty.com/2282/Projects.

Taxes Due: October 31
Kneehill County taxes can be paid at the County office by
cash, cheque or debit, by cheque through the mail, at your
financial institution, online or telephone banking. (Choose
“Kneehill County Taxes” as the payee online. Roll number is
the account number).
We do not accept credit cards for tax payments. Payments
submitted by mail must be CLEARLY POST‐MARKED on or
before the due date.

Rail Safety
September 20-26, 2021 marked National Rail Safety
week across Canada and the United States.
Its annual aim is to increase awareness of the
importance of safe behavior near railroad tracks.
Operation Lifesaver Canada and Operation Lifesaver U.S.
work in partnership with CP, the rail industry,
government, police, unions and many public
organizations and community groups to highlight safe
practices around railway property. Although safety
awareness is ongoing, this week raises that importance
even further.
Every year, more than 2300 people in North America are
seriously injured or killed at railway crossing and
trespassing incidents. Last year, 187 incidents occurred
in Canada alone– 57 of them fatal and 31 seriously
injured. In the U.S. a person is hit on average by a train
every three hours.
Cst. Dean Solowan, CN Police Community Service
Officer said, “the saddest thing is that the vast majority
of these fatalities and injuries are avoidable, the
underlying casual factor is a disregard for signs and
complacency.”
Please be Rail smart and act as a role model to others.
If you witness anything unsafe near the railroad, call the
CN Police 1-800-465-9239. Remember--trespassing on
railway property could get you a $600.00 provincial fine.
Visit https://www.cn.ca/en/safety/neighbours/railsafety/ for more rail safety tips and information to share
with your family, friends, colleagues, and community.

Box 400
Three Hills, AB.
T0M 2A0

