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Reeve’s Message
Welcome spring! It’s been a long haul but I think we can safely say winter is behind us. Things are gearing up at the County as we
prepare for the busy summer season.
The 2022 Operating and Capital budget was approved at the March 22, 2022 Council Meeting, after months of rigorous
deliberation. Provincial pressures continue to create challenges for the County, but staff and Council have worked hard to balance
these issues without sacrificing service levels and continuing to plan for the future. Find more information on the budget in this
newsletter, or online at kneehillcounty.com/2472/2022-Budget.
Now that the budget is passed, Council will be embarking in
Strategic Planning sessions at the end of March, setting the
vision and strategic priorities to guide Council’s decision
making over the next term. This plan will be shared with the
public once it is available, stay tuned for more updates!
With COVID-19 restrictions removed, Council is happy to
announce two Ratepayer Evenings are planned for June of
2022, one in Carbon, and one in Torrington. These events
are a great way to get engaged in all things Kneehill County.
Come out and enjoy some supper, meet Council and staff,
ask your questions and provide us with feedback. More
details coming soon.
In other news, our Ag Services department has begun an
Ag-Connection e-newsletter for producers in the County.
Sign up to receive an email digest once a month, brimming
with important ag-related information including funding
opportunities, land care programs, noxious weeds, pest control, etc. Visit https://kneehillcounty.com/2475/Ag-News to get started.
I’m looking forward to the world feeling normal again, and to spring rains that make the grass grow and rejuvenate the soil to get
the new crops off to a terrific start. Good luck to our agriculture industry and all the best this growing season.
-Reeve Jerry Wittstock

Back for 2022!
Ratepayer Evenings
With COVID-19 gathering restrictions lifted, Kneehill County
will be hosting two Ratepayer Evenings in June of 2022.
Slated for Torrington and Carbon, these events provide a
family-friendly opportunity for ratepayers and residents to
come and engage with Kneehill County staff and Council,
ask questions, give feedback, and find out more about
current projects and services.
There will be prizes, food, activities for the kids, and more!
Dates, locations, and details are still to come— check
Kneehill County’s website and social media for updates,
and watch for your exclusive invite in the mail!

Council Contacts
Division 3
Reeve Jerry Wittstock
Phone: 403-312-6196
Email: jerry.wittstock@kneehillcounty.com

Division 4
Councillor Carrie Fobes
Phone: 403-588-4624
Email: carrie.fobes@kneehillcounty.com

Join us!

Division 7
Deputy Reeve Ken King
Phone: 403-443-0285
Email: kenneth.king@kneehillcounty.com

Division 5
Councillor Laura Lee Machell-Cunningham
Phone: 403-443-0752
Email: lauralee.machell-cunningham
@kneehillcounty.com

•

Division 1
Councillor Faye McGhee
Phone: 403-436-1611
Email: faye.mcghee@kneehillcounty.com
Division 2
Councillor Debbie Penner
Phone: 403-818-3108
Email: debbie.penner@kneehillcounty.com
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Division 6
Councillor Wade Christie
Phone: 403-588-1992
Email: wade.christie@kneehillcounty.com

Connect With Us!

Upcoming
Council Meetings:
•
•

April 12 & 26
May 10 & 24
June 14 & 28

Committee of the
Whole Meetings:
•
•
•

April 19
May 17
June 21

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: @kneehillcounty, and
tune in to our YouTube channel to watch Council meetings live!

Budget 2022
Council approved the 2022 Operating and Capital Budget
following a rigorous budgetary process focused on containing
costs and implementing best practices.

annual increase of approximately $79 annually and farmland
increases would be approximately $47 annually. (Tax Rates will
be determined when the Tax Rate Bylaw is approved in April.)

Throughout deliberations, Council focused on addressing the
current and future needs and services desired by residents and
businesses while planning for infrastructure improvements and
maintenance, and ensuring plans are in place to accommodate
growth.

No one likes to see taxes increased; but no one wants to see
service cuts either. Modest tax increases were recommended
after Council and administration worked to manage expenditures
in response to these provincial budget pressures. To protect the
long-term viability of the municipality it is pertinent that the
operating shortfall is not funded through reserves.

Specific measures adhered to for the development of the 2022
Operating budget include:
• Freezing most accounts at 2020 levels unless cost pressures
were documented
• A thorough multi-layer budget review process
• A focus on financial constraint
• Reinforcing priorities through business planning,
evaluation, and best practices
• Ongoing service and fee reviews
Some of the key investments in the 2022 budget include:
• Bridge improvements & rehabilitations $550,000.
• Fire communications system updates $147,567.
• Gravel crushing funding of $991,800.
• Fleet replacements to support road maintenance, winter
control & maintenance, parks and fire operations
$2,426,265.
• Further improvements to the Ron Gorr Arena for $235,000.
• Ongoing facility needs $187,000.
• Additional infrastructure funding to off-set provincial grant
reductions.
• An additional $5/monthly charge to the water system
network to fund ongoing maintenance.

Council is committed to ensuring core services are not impacted
and that roads and other infrastructure are maintained and
renewed.
In summary, the 2022 Operating and Capital budgets:
• Maintain program & service levels
• Support Council’s Infrastructure Renewal Plan
• Identify the need for the Provincial and Federal
Governments to provide funding for infrastructure
investment
• Set the stage for present and future prudent financial
stewardship by Council
• Maintain competitive tax burdens
For more on the 2022 Budget, visit
kneehillcounty.com/2474/2022-Budget

Like all municipalities across Alberta, in particular rural
municipalities, the implications of provincial policy have reduced
County revenues significantly. The chart below summarizes the
expenditure downloading and revenue losses that have
resulted from provincial policy during the 2020 to 2022 period
and known impacts for 20232025.
To manage the budget
shortfall facing the County,
Council has approved a tax
increase for 2022.
Although the individual
impacts on homeowners will
be dependent on their
assessed values, the typical
hamlet home would see an
increase of $26 annually,
acreages would see an
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Operations Update
Gravel Crew

Project Crew

•
•

Grader Operators

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Busy stockpiling gravel over the winter months
Getting trucks and trailers ready for spring

Plowing, removing snow and winging gravel roads
Touching up washboards
Yard maintenance in the shop yard

BF 70377 before.

Steaming Culverts
Brushing
Removing snow from Hamlets
Thawing culverts that are prone to high water flow
during spring run off
Spring maintenance
Completed Bridge Deck repairs

BF 70377 during repairs.

Crews completed numerous bridge deck repairs throughout the County.
Worn deck boards are pulled up and replaced to ensure a stable bridge surface.

New: Road Ban Exemption Policy
Road bans are implemented in the County during spring thaw to protect
the road infrastructure from being compromised or damaged when it is
particularly vulnerable. The banned roads are primarily chip-seal
surfaces—not designed to withstand prolonged exposure to heavy traffic.
Recognizing that these bans affect some producers negatively, Council
recently approved a “Road Ban Exemption” Policy, which allows Kneehill
County’s CAO to grant Road Ban exemptions on a case-by-case basis.
Through the online process, applicants can request an exemption to the
seasonal road bans for a specific portion of roadway. The application
includes the reasoning behind the request, expected trip counts, type of
commodity being transported, and timeframe for hauling.
If an investigation of road conditions determines increased weights would
not compromise the integrity of the road surface, a Road Ban Exemption
permit will be issued.
To apply for an exemption, visit https://kneehillcounty.com/2262/RoadBans-and-Closures.
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BF 70377 finished.

Planning Stats & DYK
Subdivisions and Development

Redesignations

Safety Codes

Construction Costs
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Gopher Control
Controlling Richardson’s Ground Squirrels (RGSs) can be
challenging in any year. Timing is the key to efficient
control. April is generally the best month for controlling
RGSs as they emerge earlier or later in the spring
depending on the amount of snow. Control should be
initiated prior to the emergence of the young when the
males first emerge above ground and before the females
go underground to have their litters.
Options for control include shooting, use of rodenticides
and non-chemical means.
Shooting is a very effective method for control, especially
when the males first emerge as they are living off their
winter body fat and fighting for territories. The females
emerge two weeks after the males and breed immediately.
Targeting the breeding males and females can have a
significant reduction in the population of RGSs in any given
year.

There are rodenticides labelled to control RGSs; however,
misuse of these products may result in non-target
poisonings. Strychnine is the best known product as it is a
single feeding product; the registration for use of this
product will be ending March 4, 2023 by Health Canada.
Rozol® is another effective product that is available and
requires multiple feedings. The key is to put the
rodenticides out after mating and before crops emerge as
RGSs will choose a fresh crop over grain.
There are a few other rodenticides that are available,
check with your local agricultural fieldman to see if
these products may be suitable for you.
There are a variety of non-chemical controls that can be
used without the risk of secondary poisonings.
Platforms for raptors (carnivorous birds) in treeless
areas encourage them to nest and should be set up for
a period of time before nesting to allow the birds to
become familiar with them. They can be as simple as
two large round bales set on end with one on top of the
other, or a more permanent structure.
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One pair of nesting ferruginous hawks can consume up to
500 RGSs in a season. The local electricity distributor in your
area may have a program to provide poles for constructing
platforms.
Other options for non-chemical control include cultivating
fields to destroy burrows and mounds, leaving field margins
tall to allow for predators such as foxes to den, and leaving
grass tall on fence lines for coyotes and weasels to hunt
RGSs.
Rotating crops, cleaning up spilled grain, and removing
hiding places such as boards or garbage can be effective.
There is no one effective control for RGSs; a multi-pronged
approach must be taken every year incorporating different
methods of control.

One pair of hawks can eat up to 500 gophers a season.
Encourage hawks to nest by building platforms—as simple as two
large round bales set on end, (with one on top of the other), or a
more permanent structure like the one pictured above.

-Karen Wickerson, Rat and Pest Program Specialist,
AB Agriculture, Forestry, and Rural Economic Development
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Economic Development
Let us spread the news about you, your
company, and all you do for your community through
Kneehill County's Agripreneur and Business Spotlight!
Each month, the featured business will have an
interview published in the Three Hills Capital and on
Kneehill County's website and social media. The article will detail each business's history, products and services offered,
contact information, and awesome community involvement. In 2021, Spotlight articles reached over 45,000 individuals
online and were distributed to over 4000 homes.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
• If you own or operate a business, substantially located in Kneehill County, you are eligible to apply for this program.
• A Kneehill County Agripreneur: An entrepreneur whose primary business is agriculture or is agriculture-based and has a
commercialized component to the operation.
• A Kneehill County Entrepreneur: You have opened and operate a for-profit business located in Kneehill County.
• The owner or operator of a business that is substantially supplied by an agriculture producer located in Kneehill County
Apply to be part of the FREE Agripreneur & Business Spotlight online, at kneehillcounty.com/2276/Economic-Development
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Protective Services
KNEEHILL COUNTY ENFORCEMENT STATISTICS
October 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021
•
•
•
•
•

34 Citations under Traffic Safety Act: (27 Warnings, 7 Tickets)
2 Assist other Agencies (Traffic accidents, RCMP)
2 Animal Control files
4 Unsightly Property files
1 other Bylaw call

SPRING FIRE PREVENTION
With an unseasonably dry summer in 2021, and below
average moisture over the winter, conditions in Kneehill
County may quickly become dry and hazardous in 2022, with
potential for wildfire.
•
•
•
•

Always use caution before lighting a fire.
Visit albertafirebans.ca to check for Fire Bans in the area.
Check the wind and weather before starting a campfire.
Never throw cigarette butts out the window.

Burn Permits are ALWAYS required for burning in Kneehill
County. Visit https://kneehillcounty.com/2278/Burn-Permits-FireBans to apply.

KREMA Emergency Management Training
The Kneehill Regional Emergency Management Agency (KREMA)
is a regional group of emergency management personnel and
staff from local municipalities, enforcement agencies, fire and
first responders, and social services.
The group meets regularly to plan and prepare in case of
emergencies in the Kneehill region.
Established in 2004, KREMA was recently granted an official
Ministerial Order in October of 2020 and continues to work
closely and collaboratively with the province of Alberta and the
Alberta Emergency Management Agency to further improve
emergency response.

Since 2017, the Kneehill Region has seen overland flooding, a
potential dangerous goods incident, a tornado, and multiple grass
fires.
“The best thing we can do as a municipality is prepare,” said
Debra Grosfield, Director of Emergency Management for Kneehill
County. “It’s not a question of if a disaster will strike, but when.
And we’ll be ready to respond.”
Residents are encouraged to learn more about potential hazards
in the area and to #getprepared in case of emergencies.

In 2019, KREMA received the Emergency Management
Preparation Program (EMPP) grant for $17,500, to conduct
additional emergency management training from the Alberta
Government. The training is scheduled for April of 2022 and will
take place over five days, with a tabletop exercise planned for
each partner community in Three Hills, Trochu, Acme, Carbon,
Linden, and Kneehill County.

“There are lots of things you can do at home to prepare for
emergencies. One of the most important is an emergency kit.”
Grosfield insists. “Have supplies on hand so you can be
self-sufficient for at least 72
hours, including water, food,
medical supplies, etc.
Depending on the disaster, it
may take that long for first
responders to assist you.”

The goal of the exercises is to train as many as possible in
Emergency Management to ensure knowledgeable, reliable
resources are available to respond to disasters in the region.

Learn more about Emergency
Preparedness, at
getprepared.ca.
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